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Then the wind blew and the water surged.  
 
And they said, 
 
 

“Dream another dream.” 
 
 
 
 
We met in October and began to look forward.  We worked on our Mission and Vision 
and began to see glimmers of hope.  We knew several things. 
 
• After the storm we were small – very small; down from 25 to only 13 members.  
• Our borrowed meeting place was a significant barrier to growth. 
• Suddenly, our building fund would buy far less in a post-Katrina construction 

market.  Costs more than doubled and our fund would not even purchase a slab. 
• We were a very small blip on the UUA radar screen.  We were having a difficult 

enough time believing in ourselves.  Where would a life raft appear to keep us 
afloat? 

On July 4, 2005, fellowship members sat beneath two ancient live oaks and dreamed of our 
new home, services and gatherings, picnics and meetings, outreach and growth, gratitude and 
generosity. 

Background story:  The Gulf Coast Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship has a dramatic history.  
Founded in May 1954, the congregation suffered a 
huge setback in 1979 when their building was fire-
bombed and burned to the ground. It was assumed 
that this happened in response to the congregation’s 
liberal religious values and actions that were 
unpopular in the community. The perpetrators were 
never found. Following this blow, the congregation 
kept a low profile for a time, becoming more active 
again in 1985.  For the next twenty years, the 
congregation met in borrowed space, eventually 
purchasing land . . . 



And then it happened. . .   
 

Unitarian Universalists came to our community one by one, two by two, in groups.  
They attended our services on Sunday mornings. They reached out to us and went 
home to tell our stories. Meanwhile, in the background, our District Executive was 
making contacts and spreading the word. Slowly, we began to believe we could survive.  
We made plans and took . . .  
  

a bold step. . . 
 

In April we rented a store front space, and in June we completed painting and laid 
carpet. In July we moved in, began having services in our new space, and began 
reaching out to our weather-beaten communities. And we are already growing. We now 
have 21 members. We know that we can be the healing element that our communities 
need – especially those communities that have been forgotten in the rebuilding fervor 
engendered by the casinos and condo developers. We also know that we cannot do this 
alone. Our small, lay-led group needs a minister, a spokesperson for our congregation 
and a voice for our forgotten communities.   
 
With an annual budget of around $10,000 (now doubled with the rental of the new 
space), we have been unable to generate the package needed to invite a minister to 
our congregation full time or even part time.  Yet, we know that ministerial services are 
the way to growth and, for us, the way to life. Then, one Sunday, Bill Slezak visited and 
offered us a lifeline. He suggested we apply for the Chalice Lighters grant from the 
Metro NY District. 
 
We are honored and grateful to have been chosen as the recipient of the Fall 2006  
Chalice Lighters grant from the Metro NY District. Recently, we began a conversation 
with another small congregation in our state about the possibility of sharing a minister.  
Pooling resources, our two congregations will have a better chance to develop a 
respectable package and hire a minister. The Metro NY District Chalice Lighters grant 
will provide the initial seed money for us to develop ministerial services for our 
shattered communities.    
 
Thank you for making our hopes the stuff that dreams are 
made of.   
 

 

At right:  Mary Beasley wears the Gulf Coast UU Fellowship’s 
T-shirt that bears our Sunday morning benediction. 


